
Honorable Co-chairs, Ranking Members, Vice-Chairs, and Members of the Veterans Affairs Committee, 

 

My testimony is in opposition to An Act Exempting Veterans from the Passport to the Parks Motor 

Vehicle Registration Program Fee, S. B. 336. 

 

Our State Parks are an important economic, social and environmental engine. When Passport to the 

Parks was passed, we found a secure and reliable way to maintain them for the public’s enjoyment. 

Passage of this bill would undo that good work; it would chip away at it for no good reason. It would 

likely result in a return to the days of park closures and foolish deferral of maintenance. 

 

I am 76 years old, and I’m a veteran (U.S. Army 1967-70) with two cars. I hope, and I believe, that I speak 

for many others in the same boat: I don’t want the “benefits” that this bill would give me. They are 

frankly, quite small, and the Passport charge is a very reasonable one. But the impact on the parks if this 

bill is passed would be anything but small. I’d rather keep the Passport program intact, so that I can rest 

easy knowing that the parks will be well-maintained and kept open to my fellow citizens. 

 

I know my five grandkids agree with me. 

 

Eric Lukingbeal 

 


